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and of Angler and Gelbvieh in Germany, and minor populations re-
main of Polish Red in Poland and of Kerens in Switzerland. In Czecho-
slovakia, all the native red (or color-sided) breeds have disappeared
since World War II.

In southeastern Europe, the Simmental and Swiss Brown, to a
small extent the Pinzgauer, and, more recently, the Danish Red and
the Friesian have almost completely replaced the local breeds. The
Simmental has given rise to the several national pied or red pied
breeds. The Grey Steppe is nearly extinct in Romania and Yugosla-
via, and it is rare in Albania, Bulgaria, Greece, and Hungary. The
native brachyceros (shorthorn type of Bos taurus) breeds are nearly
extinct in Romania and rare in Bulgaria and Greece; only in Albania
and Yugoslavia are there sizable populations of breeds whose origins
are traceable to the shorthorn type.

The former Soviet Union (now the Commonwealth of Indepen-
dent States) has more recognized cattle breeds than any other coun-
try in the world (Dmitriev and Ernst, 1989). With the specific excep-
tion of the Kalmyk in central Asia, however, the 30 major breeds are
derivatives of black pied, brown, red, red pied (Simmental), or white-
headed breeds of western and central Europe. Native breeds of mi-
nor importance include Azerbaijan Zebu, Central Asian Zebu, Geor-
gian Mountain, and Mingrelian Red; rare and declining breeds include
Dagestan Mountain, Estonian Native, Goryn of Byelorussia, Kazakh,
Siberian White, Ukrainian Grey, and Yakut. Conservation herds have
been formed for three breeds of the latter group.- Several other breeds
have recently become extinct.

Asia

In most of the Arab countries of southwest Asia, cattle are not of
major importance. In Turkey, however, there are large populations of
three local humpless breeds and smaller numbers of the imported
Grey Steppe and Brown breeds. Syria also has its local humpless
breed, as well as the declining Damascus zebu x humpless breed,
which is similar to breeds in Cyprus, Egypt, and Lebanon. In Iraq
four local breeds are of zebu or zebu x humpless origin. In Iran
interest is reviving in the local breeds, and conservation programs
are being developed for five local breeds that vary from zebu in the
east to humpless in the west.

As for the Indian subcontinent, there are 23 major and 6 minor
recognized zebu breeds in India, 6 major and 2 minor in Pakistan,
and 1 each in Bhutan and Sri Lanka. Only about 20 percent of cattle
in the subcontinent can be classified into recognized breeds; the rest